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IM SLEBEPER'S clear-eyed and often
depressing account of New York City’s

racial politics over the last several dec-

ades is an honest and courageous book,

one certain to make waves both in the

Big Apple and in civil rights circles nation-
wide. Sleeper, a white, Jewish, 43-year-old/
editor at New York Newsday, describes

- himself as “a citizen of a city with which I

have fallen in and out of love several times .

_gince my first infatuation with it in the late
1960s.” More significant, at least in light of
a public opinion poll earlier this year which
revealed that a majority of New Yorkers

would like to move out of the city, Sleeperis..

" a certifiable member of what may be New
York's least recognized and most rapidly

shrinking minority: those residedts -who , .

have a visceral, emotional dedication to the
city and to the hope for greater racial har-

mony in its economically. uncertain future, .
. Sleeper's two principal targets are the

con-artist’ black activists—personified by
former FBI informant Al Sharptén and

Brooklyn hoodlum Sonny Carson—who -

have offered New York a steady diet of ra-

cial hate, and “the left-liberal pieties about .

race”. that have oftentimes inhibited both
black and white progressives from acknowl-
edging and

leadership, Sleeper is no neo-conservative.
or even neo-liberal; his liberal orientation is
manifest in many 'rrevious writings for pub-
lications such as the Nation and the Village
Volce and 2{ his membership on the edito-
rial board of Dissent, the democratic left's
remler journal Hence his indictment of
lack activists and white apologists who
“a palitics of pure resentment” is

th all the more telling and all the more

likely to be heatedly resented by .those
_whom he critiques, . . A

David ). Garrow, author of the Ptdltm :

'Prize-winning *Bearing the Cross,” lives in
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wer e sauve .

, disavowing - the underside of .
what purports to be gresent-day civil rights .

~ . There is no gainsaying the often abyamal

quality of recent black activism in New
York, highlighted most. notoriously by the
fraudulent conduct of Sharpton and attor-
?heys 'iywn Magdox imd C.\ em&'n Masonwlm
e Tawapn, Brawley hoax, Even newly
elected h?as‘y?or David “ Dinkins, whose en-
tire public career reflects the traditional
racial pluralism of New York's Democratic
Party establishment, has been hesitant to
frontally "attack  the anti-Aslan economic
boycotts led by Sonny Carson. Most recent-
ly, the coverage accorded this summer’s
Central Park jogger trial by New York's
oldest black new:paper. the Amsterdam
" News, has exhibited a racist misogyny rival-
“ing- the worst Iyrics. of such rap music
groups as 2 Live Crew and the Geto Boys.
Sleeper readily acknowledges that anti-

black “raciam in the city is pervasive and -

routine,” but nonetheless’ émphasizes that
black activists' disinterest in “race-transce-
dent standards. of public truth” simply
stokes racial parochialism and antipathy

orts to tackle the city’s most. funda-
mental problem, jobs quality
blue-collar jobs for men of color. Sleeper
-justly praises the little-publicized neighbor-

‘ment efforts of Alinsky-style grou,
Bast Brooklyn Congregations, which focus
on housing and education rather than the
rhetoric of racial victimization, and he re-
peatedly expresses dismay that such inter-

racial strivings receive less public attention

than the destructive antics of a Sharpton,
“What hag become unusiial and unexpected
under the pressure of daily. stories about
mayhem and recrimination is racial comity,”
. as reactive dynamics rooted in the criminal

"horrors of the Howard Beach assault, the .

Yusuf Hawkdns murder and the Central Park
“wilding” spin into a descending spixal that
many political and religious leaders would

rather avoid than confront, o

worries about “a city whose grea

.Slee
on account of raclal an-

heart is falterin,

imus, but his
gent-day politics. of race

'&lew;t'orl; focus. At the end he expresses

leaders behaving badly,” but he reit-

while tly undermining serious interra--
il eforts

organizing and community develop-
such as .

rger. concern about the
lﬁl M

_m; for so many “dispiriting images of

unal - and _personal posturing only

.dooms its practitionerg to.impotence and to

others’ condescension.” Already that politics
has resulted in what Sleeper terms “the
waning of black moral influence upon the
larger society,” but the consequences of a

- “politics of paroxysm, grievance and con-

spiracy” reach well beyond that. “We cannot

-+ v » hope to overcome economic injustice”

and America's growing economic divisions,
Sleeper writes, “if we tolerate a racial pol-
{tica-that resorts to'lies, grandiose distor-
tions, vilification of innocent parties, intim-
idation of independents with legitimate dif-

_ferences of opinion or dehumanization of

opponents.” That moral applies just as much
to Washington or Chicago or Detroit as to
Ne_y,' York. o

\' THER™ comimentators  before
| Sleeper have asked, particularly in

the Brawley. hoax, why so few
E New York leaders “challenged the
venom and the lies,” but too great a preoc-
cupation with the shortcomings and eva-
sions of public officials distracts attention
from the rapidly growing number of jour-
nalists and academic_analysts, more:often
black than white, who, like §leepgr. hgve
-d with the hoary pleties and insist

“that tough questions and honest’ answers

will contribute far more to the political and-
economic advancement of ‘black America
than ‘close-minded repetition of traditional
shibboleths. ) .
Washington readers recognize such by-
lines as Juan Williams and Courtland Milloy,
while newspapers in New York and Chicago
offer Sheryl McCarthy and Clarence Page.
From academia’ come progressive yet
tough-minded voices such as Wiltiam Julius
Wilson, Randall Kennedy and Shelby Steele. .
Just as Virginia Gov. L. Douglas Wilder, ;!
Misslsaippt Rep, Mike Espy and Missouxi
Rep. Alan Wheat represent a new and for- °
ward-looking generation of black elected
officlals, 8o too is there rapidly emerging a *
new cohort of frank but liberal commenta-;
tors on race, Jim Sleeper IS an Important'y
%txibuw ':I gla burgeoning dut:se, a;:d
‘Clossst of Sirangeys represeats a valu-:
‘able” and - thought-provoking “analysls of!
‘Amegica’s_oldest and “toughest  domestic:
v .

erates that a “purely symbolic politics of - challenge. o o -
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